


1929 with bandstand in the South Concourse. The riverwalk access you see now replaced the original limestone steps which can 
still be seen. Early on there were formal ornamental flower beds, and open viewing areas, and was slightly raised to emphasize 
vistas. History of the formal Flower Garden: the only formal flower garden in any of the Louisville Olmsted parks.  Huge 
greenhouses were filled with over 55,000 plants/shrubs all used for the garden. During Depression in the early 1930s, flowers 
were eliminated by the Parks Commission due to high maintenance cost.  The 1937 flood also wrecked the areas.  In 1939, Parks 
Commission landscape architect Carl Berg reconstructed the garden, keeping its original outline; his planting list included 96 
types of perennials, annuals and bulbs.  The garden was abandoned during World War II.  In 1955, city forester William 
Heffernan reconstructed a formal garden with 111 types of perennials, annuals and bulbs.  Vandals plagued the garden and 
demolished Heffernan’s plan.  The small bed visible today is the result of another attempt, in the late 1990s, this time by 
volunteer and local neighborhood groups, to revitalize the formal plantings, but still plagued by vandalism and high level of 
maintenance needed.  
#8 North Concourse: This was the area carriages would bring people to the park to swim in the river. The river was much lower 
then, before the locks raised the water level.   
 

#9 HORNUNG FIELD – Named after Green Bay Packer Paul Hornung who went to Flaget High School, across the street. 
This area also includes HARMONY FIELDS—an up-to-date baseball complex. 
 
HISTORY of LOUISVILLE’S PARKS:  In 1799, George Rogers Clark, one of Louisville’s founders, recommended that every 
third block in the city be left as open space.  This early call for parks went unheeded until a century later, when in 1880 Mayor 
Baxter acquired the first official city park, Baxter Square, at 11th and Jefferson Streets.   Seven years later, Colonel Andrew 
Cowan, a prominent Main Street leather merchant and great admirer of Frederick Law Olmsted, led a group known as the 
Salmagundi Club to propose the development of three large suburban parks to spur economic and population growth for 
Louisville.  The “Salmagundi Movement” led to the 1890 establishment of the Parks Commission by act of the Kentucky 
Legislature.  That same year, Mayor Charles Jacob purchased 285 acres known as Burnt Knob (now Iroquois Park) with $9,000 
in personal funds; the City subsequently purchased the park from him at cost.   In 1891, Frederick Law Olmsted, the designer of 
Central Park in New York City, the Biltmore estate, the U.S. Capitol Grounds, was invited to view the properties and later was 
recruited to design the system.   
 
Frederick Law Olmsted, the father of landscape architecture, had strong social values and incorporated them into his park 
designs.  He perceived that parkland would be essential to mental and physical health during this period of high urban density, 
and high working class poverty.  For a balanced life, Olmsted realized, people need contact with nature.  The parks would provide 
that, green oases that would relieve the stresses that came with close living conditions, poor air quality, lack of peace and 
solitude.  The parks indeed would become the “green lungs of the city.” This was a very high ideal, considering the expense 
involved of securing hundreds of acres of land.  Here was a case where the best land would NOT be reserved for nobility; rather, 
it would become part of the public weal. 
 
When Olmsted was invited to design the parks, the city had already set aside acreage in the West, South, and East parts of the 
city, green space that Olmsted would transform into Shawnee, Iroquois and Cherokee Parks.  Olmsted was delighted to see that 
he would be working with 3 very different topographies, each representing a distinct native landscape.  With Shawnee’s flat Ohio 
River terraces, Cherokee’s rolling Beargrass Creek valley, and Iroquois’ rugged “knob” of old-growth forest, the trio of 
landscapes complement each other, each serving as anchor points of one great urban park system.  Totaling 1200 acres, Olmsted 
designed the parks to offer a complete range of park experiences, from civic and social gatherings to organized athletics and 
personal recreation.     
 
Characteristics of typical Olmstedian design: graceful alignments that take advantage of the topography; undulating, 
curvilinear roads that lead one’s eye into the park land (Olmsted did not like right angles!); separation of active recreation areas 
from passive recreation areas, to prevent intrusion of one into the other; the “subjugation of built elements to nature”.  Never 
should man-made structures take precedence over what Nature has built. – and this can be seen even in the buildings here, where 
the colors and open structure are designed to not intrude on the open vistas.  
 
Olmsted also designed six green parkway corridors to connect the three parks and to provide pleasurable driving experiences as 
one traveled throughout the city. The parkways are characterized by wide right-of-ways and multiple rows of trees lining either 
side of the street.  We are glad you have taken part in this park experience. Thank you and enjoy your day! 

 
About Louisville Olmsted Parks Conservancy, Inc. 
Louisville Olmsted Parks Conservancy, Inc., a non-profit organization, was established in 1989 to restore, enhance and preserve the 
Olmsted parks and parkways.  Working as a non-profit partner with Metro Parks, the Conservancy provides planning and funding for 
park improvements through donations from corporations, individuals and foundations. For more information, visit 
www.olmstedparks.org.  



!

!

!
!

!

!

!

!

!9

8

7

6

4

3
2

1

5

0 200 400 600 800 1,000100
Feet

OH
IO

 R
IVE

R

Harmony Field

Hornung Field

Gr
ea

t L
aw

n

Pa
dd

y's
 Ru

n

Broadway

Vista Walk

H ic
ko

ry 
& 

Ha
ck

be
rry

Wi
llo

ws
Hic

ko
r y 

& H
ac

kb
er r

y
µ

So
uth

we
ste

rn 
Pr

kw
ay




